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I. INTRODUCTION

The Helen Keller National Center-Technical Assistance Center (HKNC-TAC) is pleased to share this post-secondary assessment tool with students who are deaf-blind. This tool was developed for two groups:

1. students pursuing education beyond high school, and

2. people assisting these students to achieve their goals, including college academic advisors, student support staff, vocational rehabilitation counselors, and family members. Our goals are two-fold: first, to help students assess their own learning styles in order to determine how best to advocate for their needs; and secondly, to help students assess the strengths and weaknesses of potential post-secondary settings. For the sake of clarity, the language of this document will specifically address the college-bound student.

With these goals in mind, we have created an evaluative list of considerations that students and families may wish to keep in mind when selecting a university, college, vocational/technical college, or adult program. This tool offers four areas of assessment. They are:

1.Personal Learning Profile Checklist

2.Searching for College Programs: Getting Started

3.Campus Characteristics

4.Support Services Checklist

This instrument is meant to be general and flexible so that it may be used in many ways. For example, it can help you think about post-secondary choices. It can also be used when visiting colleges to determine how they meet your academic and support needs. Finally, this tool will help you in advocating for your needs. You may use the entire instrument or select only those questions that are relevant to your circumstances or the schools you have chosen.
Self-advocacy is the key to a successful college life. The only person who can explain your needs is YOU. Thinking about your needs before you choose a post-secondary program, asking questions, and requesting your wants and needs will limit frustration and increase your happiness and success. It will be important to know your learning style and be able to discuss that information with a vocational rehabilitation counselor, the disability office staff on campus, and your instructors. It may be your responsibility to secure a notetaker, ask for readers, seek clarification when information is not clear or understood and identify a person who can help you problem solve. Your role is to ask for the accommodation or information you need.

II. PERSONAL LEARNING PROFILE CHECKLIST

The following questions will assist you and others in understanding your learning preferences. After each question below there are several selections. Indicate which ones are the way you learn best.

1. Which sense offers you more information when learning? Hearing only ---- sight only ---- touch only ---- combination ----.

2. Where do you prefer to sit in the classroom to best see/hear the teacher? Front ---- side ---- back ---- no preference ----

3. When lecturing, where should the teacher stand to best meet your needs? front of room ---- close to VCR, movie screen ---- moving around the room ---- near student ---- no preference.

4. Do you prefer a teacher to announce the name of the student who asks/answers a question? yes ---- no ----

5. Do you use an interpreter? yes ---- no ----

6. If you use an interpreter, what type of interpreter do you use? oral ---- ASL ---- signed English ---- fingerspelling only ---- other ----

7. Where do you prefer the interpreter to be positioned in the classroom? Standing ---- sitting ---- next to teacher ---- close to your desk ---- no preference ----

8. What type of communication system(s) do you use in the classroom? oral-speech reading ---- tape recording ---- print-on-palm ---- sign language ---- sign language tracking (restricted sign space) ---- sign language tactile (hand-over-hand) ---- braille ---- (ALD) assistive listening device ---- TTY ---- other ----

9. What type of print do you read best? regular print ---- large print ---- bold print ----

10. What type of board, in the front of the room do you prefer? blackboard with white chalk ---- white board with black marker ---- no preference ----

11. What accommodation do you prefer when videotapes, overheads and/or slides are used in the classroom? Seating ---- lighting ---- interpreter ---- notetaker ---- closed captioned ---- large print/braille copies of overheads ----

12. Which type of test taking do you prefer? Written answers ---- oral (spoken or signed) ---- braille ---- no preference

13. What type of lighting would you prefer? fluorescent ---- natural light through windows ---- no preference ----

14. When is your highest energy level? Morning ---- mid-morning ---- afternoon ---- evening ---- no preference

15. Do you use a Closed Circuit TV (CCTV) to enlarge print size? Yes ---- no ----

16. When reading or writing, what type of paper do you prefer? Lined ---- yellow or buff color ---- white ---- color overlays ---- no preference ----

17. How do you prefer the font or print to appear? Bold ---- print type ---- print size ----

18. During lectures, how do you prefer to take notes? Write own notes ----use note taker ---- tape lecture ---- Braille and Speak ---- slate/stylus ---- personal computer (PC)

19. Do you prefer a paper copy of the teacher`s lecture? Yes ---- no ----

20 When taking tests, what accommodations do you need? Additional time ---- separate room ---- adequate lighting ---- assistance of interpreter to translate into ASL ----

Personal Learning Profile Summary

After you have answered all 20 questions, make a list of all your choices. For example:

1. Learn better with sight

2. Prefer to sit close to the front of the room

3. Prefer that interpreter stand next to the teacher

Etc.

III Searching for College Programs: Getting Started

A. During High School

Considering these questions will help determine a direction for study and identify college programs:

1. What are your favorite classes? ---- Why do you think you like these classes? ----

2. What are your least favorite classes? ---- Why do you think you do not enjoy these classes? ----

3. What kind of job do you want to have? ----

4. Who/what helped you make this decision about your job goals: friends ---- guidance counselor ---- family ---- teachers ---- significant other ---- books ---- television shows ---- other ----

5. How will the classes you are taking now help you to reach your job goals? ----

6. Are you interested in attending college? Yes ---- No ---- How will it help you to achieve your job goals? ----

7. What specific skills do you need that you could learn while you are still in high school related to a job? ----

8. Are you a member of clubs/organizations, i.e., school, religious, civic

volunteer? If so, list them. ----

9. What kind of lifestyle do you see for yourself, i.e., own your own home, having a family, having a career, traveling, leisure/social activities? ----

10. How will classes you are taking now help you reach your lifestyle goals? ----

11. What activities or steps do you need to take to live more independently , i.e., having your own bank account, doing your own laundry, managing your time, preparing meals, getting around in the community, socializing with friends? ----

12. Where would you like to live, i.e., home, apartment, own a home? ----

13. Have you asked about career and lifestyle possibilities with your school counselor, family, and friends? (Explain) ----

14. Have you had a job, or volunteer work experience? List them. ----

15. Have you taken a vocational survey course to see different types of jobs? ----

16.Have you contacted a vocational rehabilitation counselor? ---- Name: ----

Address: ---- Phone No.: ----

When you have completed the questions from the "During High School" section you will be able to discuss your answers with a school counselor, your vocational rehabilitation (VR) counselor, and/or college academic advisor. Include information about your learning style to help in developing future educational goals. The next section will guide you in working with your VR counselor.

B.WORKING WITH YOUR VOCATIONAL

REHABILITATION COUNSELOR

Before you meet with your vocational rehabilitation counselor, please take a few minutes to think about the questions in this section. Please check "yes" if you have completed the step and check "no" if you have not.

1. Have you discussed career possibilities with your vocational rehabilitation counselor? Yes---- no ----

2. Have you taken any career assessments/tests? Yes ---- no ----

3. Have you decided on a possible job goal or a major for study? Yes ---- no ----. If yes, what is your job goal or college major? ----

4. How would you like Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) to assist you in your career planning? ----

5. Have you applied for financial aid? School loans ---- scholarships ---- work study program ---- grants ---- on-campus jobs ---- foundations ---- social organizations ---- private organizations ----

C.COLLEGE SELECTIONS

Have you identified specific colleges, universities or vocational/technical schools that interest you? If "yes" please list them. If "no" this may be an area you want to discuss with your VR counselor, other deaf-blind students, your family or teachers.
From the list of colleges, universities or vocational/technical schools written above, fill out the following information on EACH school. You may need to make telephone calls, visit schools, talk with your VR counselor, and read college catalogs within your school or public library in order to answer these questions.

Name of college: ----

1. How many students attend this college? 300-1,000 ---- 1,001005,000 ---- 5,001-10,000 ---- 10,001-15,000 ---- 15,001 or more ----

2. Does the college provide a map/layout of the campus? Regular print ---- large print ---- tactile ----

3. Does this school have dormitories/student housing? ----

4. What entrance procedures are required/necessary? New student orientation ---- counselor visit ---- application completed ----application fee ---- transcript evaluation ----

5. What entrance exams are required? College entrance exams ---- state entrance exams ---- PSAT ---- SAT ---- ACT ---- English/Math proficiency exam ---- other ----

6. Are there special procedures for transfer students (from junior or community college to a 4-year degree program? ----

7. What types of degree programs are offered? 1 year certificate ---- 2 year associate degree ---- 4 year bachelor degree ---- other ----

8. What calendar system does the college use? semester ---- quarter system ----

9. Does the college have a disability support services office to help meet your needs? Yes ---- no ----

10. Have you visited the college/university of your choice? Yes ---- no ----

11. Have you talked to other students who are deaf-blind? Yes ---- no ----

12. Have you talked to other students with disabilities about what the college has to offer? Yes ---- no ----

13. Does the college offer a workshop or counseling to assist students in making career decisions? Yes ---- no ----

14. Does the college offer academic assistance to students? Math ---- English ---- study skills ---- other ----

15. What are the costs of tuition and fees? ----

V. CAMPUS CHARACTERISTICS

In order to gain the most of your college experience, you need to survey each campus you have selected to investigate. This is best accomplished by visiting these colleges. The following questions can best be answered by talking to staff at the Office for Students with Disabilities. The goal is to identify the program that meets your academic needs and is most compatible with your vision/hearing needs.

A. THE CLASSROOM

1. What are the typical class sizes (number of students)? Less than 20 ---- 20 to 35 ---- 36 to 50 ---- more than 50 ----

2. What type of lighting do the classrooms have? Fluorescent ---- natural lighting ---- other ----

3. Are there sources of glare in the classroom? window ---- overhead lighting ---- other ----

4. Some vocational classes and labs have equipment, tools, and furniture that are used by more than one student. Is there a procedure for returning these items to a consistent location each time you need this equipment, i.e., test tubes and burners, mechanic tools, culinary equipment, desks and chairs? Yes ---- no ----

5. Are adaptive devices available or able to be used in the classroom, i.e., tactile rulers, use of Hi Marks or large print/braille labels?

6. What type of seating arrangement do the classrooms have? "U" shape ---- classroom style ---- theater ---- circle ----

7. What AV (audio visual) aids are used in the classroom? Overhead/movie/slide projector ---- videotape ---- microphone ---- real-time captioning ---- other lab equipment ----

8. Is audio equipment available in the classroom? Assistive listening devices ---- FM system ---- infrared system ----

9. Do the classrooms have noise interference? Inside the classroom ---- outside the classroom ----

10. When traveling the campus, is the lighting adequate? Building to building ---- classroom to classroom ---- floor to floor ----

11. Can you travel easily on campus? Building to building ---- classroom to classroom ---- floor to floor ----

B.THE DORMITORY

1. Are there dorm staff who are able to communicate with you? Yes ---- no ----

2. What emergency procedures does the dorm have in place for student safety? Signaling device for fire ---- emergencies/drills ---- other ----

3. Does lighting in halls and rooms meet your needs? Yes ---- no ----

4. Can the lighting be adapted? Yes ---- no ----

5. What telecommunication equipment is available? TTY ---- TeleBraille/lite touch ---- telephone amplifier ---- computer modem ----

6. Are dorm policies and rules available in alternate media? large print ---- braille ---- audio tape ---- other ----

7. Are campus events/activities accessible, i.e., interpreters, FM loop provided? dorm meetings ---- clubs ---- sororities/fraternities ---- religious groups ---- recreation activities ----

8. Can you select a roommate? Yes ---- no ---- How many students share a dorm room? ----

9. Are other services, such as mailboxes and cafeterias accessible to your needs? Support personnel (carry trays) ---- lighting ---- room layout ---- tactile visual cues ----

V. SUPPORT SERVICES CHECKLIST

A.Interpreter Services

B.Notetakers

C.Readers

D.Tutors

E.Volunteers

F.Large Print Materials

G.Braille Materials

H.Taped Textbooks

I.Alternate Test Taking Methods

J.Reading Machines

K.Orientation & Mobility Services

L.Transportation Services

M.Counseling & Support Services

N.Additional Services

Each student has different support needs. To ensure your college experience is successful, determine what support services are available. The following checklist will assist you in this effort.

A.INTERPRETER SERVICES

1. Who provides and arranges interpreter services? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

2. Who pays for interpreter service? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. How much do interpreter services cost? ----

4. Who do you contact for interpreter services? Name: ---- Location: ---- Phone No. ----

B.NOTETAKERS

1. Are trained notetakers available through the school? Yes ---- no ----

2. Who pays for this service? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. Who is responsible for arranging notetaker services? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

4. How much do notetakers charge? ----

5. Who do you contact for notetaker services? Name: ---- Location: ---- Phone No. ----

C.READERS

1. Are trained readers readily available? Through the school ---- in the community ----

2. Who is responsible for arranging reader services? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. Who pays for reader services? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

D.TUTORS

 1. Who provides and arranges tutorial services? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

2. Are tutors available throughout the day? Morning ---- afternoon ---- evening ----

3. Who pays for this service? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

4. Who do you contact for tutorial services? Home ---- location ---- phone ----

E.VOLUNTEER SERVICES

1. Who provides volunteers for academic needs, i.e., going to the cafeteria during class hours, guide on field trips?----

2. Who provides volunteers for non-academic needs, i.e., shopping, reading mail, security escorts at night, etc.? ----

F.LARGE PRINT MATERIALS

1. Are all course materials and books available in large print? Yes ---- no ----

2. Who pays for this service? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. How far in advance should students arrange for large print materials? ----

4. How much does this service cost?

5. Who do you contact to arrange for materials in large print? Name ---- location ---- phone no. ----

G.BRAILLE MATERIALS

1. Are all course materials available in Braille? Grade I braille ---- Grade II braille ----

2. Who pays for this service? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. How far in advance should students arrange for Braille materials? ----

4. Who do you contact to arrange for Braille materials? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

H.TAPED TEXTBOOKS

1. Are all textbooks available on audio tape? Yes ---- no ----

2. Who pays for recording textbooks on audiotape?  Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. How far in advance should students arrange to have books taped/transcribed? ----

4. How much do taped textbooks cost? ----

5. Who do you contact to arrange for this service? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

I.ALTERNATE TEST TAKING METHODS

1. Are students able to take tests with a proctor in a private room? Yes ---- no ----

2. Can students take tests orally? Yes ---- no ----

3. Can students have tests interpreted into ASL? yes ---- no ----

4. Can students record test answers on audiotape? Yes ---- no ----

5. Can students have extended test-taking time? Yes ---- no ----

6. Are any other test-taking methods available? Yes ---- no ---- list:

7. Who do you contact for alternate test-taking procedures? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

J.READING MACHINES

1. Are reading machines available on campus? Yes ---- no ---- What type?

2. How do students arrange to use a reading machine? ----

3. What hours are they available? ----

4. Are there enough machines to meet your needs, during the hours available? Yes ---- no ----

5. Do you sign up in advance to use the equipment? yes ---- no ----

6. Who do you contact to arrange for use of the reading machines? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

K.ORIENTATION & MOBILITY

1. Who provides orientation and mobility (O&M) training on campus? ----

2. Who provides training each semester/quarter when courses/routes change?

L.TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

1. What type of transportation is available to travel on campus? Walking ---- personal car ---- shuttle van ---- public bus ---- other ----

2. If using public transportation, is it available during off-peak hours? Evenings ---- weekends ---- holidays ----

3. Are there other specialized transportation services available? ---- (list)

4. Who do you contact for transportation services? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

M.COUNSELING AND SUPPORT SERVICES

1. Are counselors available who specialize in working with students who have vision and hearing loss? Yes ---- no ----

2. Who pays for counseling services? Student ---- school ---- community agency ---- Vocational Rehabilitation ----

3. What services are available? Academic counseling ---- career counseling ---- personal counseling ---- peer counseling ----

4. Who do you contact for more information about counseling services? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

5. Is there a support group for students who are deaf-blind? Yes ---- no ----

6. If yes, how often does the group meet? ----

7. What topics are discussed? ----

8. Who do you contact for more information about the support group? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

N.ADDITIONAL SERVICES

1. Is there a student support services office on campus? Yes ---- no ----

What do they provide? ----

2. Who is the contact person? Name ---- location ---- phone no.: ----

SUMMARY

The transition from high school to college is often a turning point in the lives of many young people. Throughout high school, others, including your family and teachers, were influential in making decisions for you. As you began making plans to attend college, hopefully you have seen a change in the role you play in making life decisions. It is likely that you have taken a lead role in this process. All college students have a support network, which can include family members, academic advisors, study partners, tutors, and friends. Often students take a team approach to completing a course, relying on the assistance of these and other supports. By taking this team approach to your entire college experience, you will help ensure your success. Others who may work with you on your team include parents, friends, teachers, high school guidance counselor, college disability student services office, and your vocational rehabilitation counselor. Hopefully, this Guide will provide you with the direction necessary to take a more active role in this decision making/planning process.
Understanding your learning preferences and knowing what accommodations are necessary for you to be successful, will help you as you select a university, college, or vocational/technical school that matches your academic/vocational interests. It was the intent of this Guide to offer you the opportunity to make informed, life decisions, one of the first steps to increasing your independence.

APPENDIX D

CAMPUS CHARACTERISTICS SUMMARY

After you have answered the questions in both "Campus Characteristics" and the "Support Services Checklist," make a list of the pros (positive) characteristics and cons (negative) characteristics for EACH college. This will help you decide which college offers the best supportive environment to meet you academic and personal needs.

Example:

College No. 1 Pros: 1. There is no noise interference  2. Campus is easy to travel from building to building

College No. 1 Cons: 1. Poor lighting
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